Requirements for a script

By definition, “exempt” research is exempt from the requirement for a signed consent form. Neverthe-
less, the ethical principles listed in the Belmont Report , particularly the discussion of the first principle,
respect for persons, emphasizes the importance of ensuring that subjects are fully informed about the na-
ture of the research project so that they can make an informed decision to participate or not. An “informa-
tional script,” provides that kind of information.

This material was written so that it could be attached to a questionnaire that is distributed to a classroom
of students. Phone scripts, introductory letters, or face-to-face scripts should be modified as needed.

Please note, that for exempt studies in which questionnaires, interviews, or surveys are adminis-
tered, all subjects must be 18 years of age or older. That point should be made clearly in any intro-
ductory script. The only exception is for research that uses educational tests; an exempt study that
is limited to the administration of educational tests can include subjects under the age of 18.
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