Requirements for a script

By definition, “exempt” research is exempt from the requirement for a signed consent
form. Nevertheless, the ethical principles listed in the Belmont Report , particularly the
discussion of the first principle, respect for persons, emphasizes the importance of
ensuring that subjects are fully informed about the nature of the research project so that
they can make an informed decision to participate or not. An “informational script,”

provides that kind of information.

This material was written so that it could be attached to a questionnaire that is distributed
to a classroom of students. Phone scripts, introductory letters, or face-to-face scripts

should be modified as needed.
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The word “research” should be
included in script

Description of study, including
approximate duration, nature of
tasks, and source of subjects.

Any risks and/or benefits should be
listed. Typically, in these types of
studies there are neither risks nor
benefits, although if identifiers are
collected, there is a potential risk of
breach of confidentiality.

If payments (including class credits)
are made, that should be mentioned,
otherwise subjects should be told
that they will not receive any
payment for participation.

Script should state how
confidentiality will be maintained.

Statement is needed indicating that
participation is voluntary and the
subject can withdraw at any time.

Name and phone number or e-mail
address of contact person is needed



